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Introduction to Philosophy 
Morehouse College, Fall 2018 
Section 1: MWF, 11:00 am-11:50am  
Section 2: MWF, 1pm-1:50pm 
Location: Sale Hall 106 
Instructor: Blakely Phillips 
Email: blakely.phillips@morehouse.edu* 
Office: Sale 108A. 
Office Hours: Mondays 12-1 and 2-3, Wednesdays 12-1, and by appointment whenever I 
am on campus. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The theme of this course is “appearance and reality.” We will focus on questions about 
what it’s possible for us to know about the world around us. Are things really the way they 
seem? If so, can we find out that this is or is not the case? Could the world be very 
different from the way it seems? Do our senses help, or hurt, our chances of knowing 
what’s real? Could we all be dreaming right now? How would we know? Is there anything 
we can be certain of? Does the physical world exist at all? And do these questions even 
make sense? We will examine these questions in the works of philosophers in both 
Western and Eastern traditions. 
 
If you engage seriously with the readings and assignments, you should come away from 
this course with two things:  
 

(1) a familiarity with the concerns and arguments of the philosophers we will read in 
the course, and  

(2) the ability to engage with philosophical texts and arguments. 
 
Philosophy is as much a set of difficult questions and a tradition in which people think 
seriously to try to answer them as it is a method—a way of thinking carefully about things. 
The assignments in this course are designed to help you learn to think carefully about 
things. This is a transferrable skill, which, if you learn it, will serve you well in many fields. 
 
This course will require you to do a lot of reading and writing. The texts we will read are 
from different time periods and traditions. It will help to do the readings slowly, and 
budget at least an hour to do so, making notes as you go. It will help even more to do 
them 2 or 3 times. You will be asked in the writing assignments to engage with particular 
aspects of the readings. You will not be able to do well in this course if you do not do the 
readings. In the first part of the course, there will be weekly short writing assignments that 
ask you to engage with an aspect of the reading. In the second part of the course, some of 
these weekly assignments will be aimed at helping you develop your term paper topic.  
 
COURSE TEXTS 
1.  Plato, Phaedo, in Five Dialogues, trans. by G. M. A. Grube (Hackett) 
2.  René Descartes, Discourse on Method and Meditations on First Philosophy, trans. by D. A. 
Cress (Hackett) 
3.  George Berkeley, Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous (Hackett) 
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4.  Mark Sideritis, Buddhism as Philosophy (Hackett) 
5.  Moritz Schlick, "Positivism and Realism" (in A. J. Ayer, editor, Logical Positivism) 
"Positivism and Realism" will be available electronically later in the semester. 
6.  In addition, there will be handouts throughout the semester. 
 
LECTURES & DISCUSSIONS 
Attending lectures and participating in discussions is an important part of this course. I 
want to encourage an atmosphere of open-minded debate: if someone (including me!) 
says something you think is crazy, say so. Ask the person for their reasons, and offer a 
counterargument, if you can think of one. But try to follow the example of Socrates from 
the Phaedo—attack the arguments, not the person. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Participation (in-class assignments and/or office hours and email engagement): 15% 
Weekly Writing Assignments (SWAs)—20%  
Essay-Based In-Class Midterm Exam 1 (Plato)—10% 
Essay-Based In-Class Midterm Exam 2 (Descartes)—10%  
Essay-Based Cumulative Take-Home Final Exam—20%  
Term Paper (4-5 pages on a topic of your choosing)—25%  
 
ATTENDANCE and MAKE-UP POLICY 
Regular attendance is crucial to your performance in the course. I will take attendance, 
but it will not factor into your grade directly. But if you do not attend you will miss in-
class assignments, lectures and discussions. Missing too many classes will make it very, 
very difficult for you to do well in the course. 
 
In-class assignments cannot be made up. No exceptions. 
 
If you need to submit SWAs via email because you cannot attend class, please let me 
know in advance that you will be doing so, and get them in by the deadline. If you have 
extenuating circumstances, please also let me know as far in advance as possible. 
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS & COURSE SCHEDULE 
I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus and/or course schedule, if needed. You 
will be notified of any changes and the reasons for making them. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
In this course, you will: 

• Learn to state in your own words the main point of a passage from a text. 
• Learn to formulate an argument made in a historical text. 
• Learn to find a counterexample to a claim (e.g., a case where it isn’t true) 
• Become familiar with the arguments and views offered by the philosophers we 

read. 
• Practice argumentative writing, in which you formulate a thesis and argue in favor 

of it, while considering whether the alternative viewpoints to your thesis outweigh 
it or not. 
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GRADING 
Grades will be determined according to the following rubric:  
 
A  Outstanding for an introductory-level student.  Indicates an excellent understanding of 
the material, with a high degree of sophistication and grasp of fine details.  Clear, precise, 
and accurate presentation.  No significant errors or confusion whatsoever.  Insightful and 
interesting, indicating high-quality creative engagement with the material. 
 
B  The benchmark grade.  Indicates a reasonably good understanding of the material, 
reasonably well expressed, though without much sophistication or grasp of fine details.  
No major errors or confusion. 
 
B+  A little more sophistication and detail, indicating more insightful engagement.  More 
clarity, precision, or accuracy of presentation. 
 
B-   A reasonably good understanding of the material, but with some significant confusion 
or misunderstanding, or so poorly expressed as to present difficulties for the reader. 
 
C-range “In the ballpark,” but with accurate understanding and confusion in 
approximately equal measure or exceptionally poorly expressed. 
 
D  Work about which nothing better can be said than “It says something true and 
relevant.” 
 
F  Indicates either a complete lack of effort appropriate to the assigned task or a complete 
lack of comprehension of the material. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
If any student commits a knowing violation of the College Academic Integrity Policy 
(repeated below), the professor will notify the Dean in the area of the student’s major, and 
a hearing will be conducted. The results might include failure of the assignment or failure 
of the course. Unintentional violations of the Academic Integrity Policy will result in the 
student repeating the assignment. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY  
Morehouse is an academic community. All members of the community are expected to 
abide by ethical standards both in their conduct and in their exercise of responsibilities 
toward other members of the community. The Morehouse College Policy on Academic 
Integrity establishes the basis for academic standards at the College and the procedures 
for handling violations of them. The policy is based on an understanding that disciplinary 
actions for academic dishonesty should serve both an educational and disciplinary 
function. The College expects students to understand and adhere to basic standards of 
honesty and academic integrity. Actions that are dishonest or that lack integrity 
includes, but is not limited, to:  
 
Plagiarism  
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The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the use by paraphrase or direct 
quotation, from the published or unpublished work of another person without full and 
clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by 
another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers and other academic 
materials in projects and assignments prepared independently, students must never 
represent the ideas or the language of others as their own.  
 
Destruction of Resources or the Work of Others 
Students must not destroy or alter either the work of other students or the educational 
resources and materials of the College.  
 
Use of Work in One Course from Another  
Students must not take unfair advantage of fellow students by representing work 
completed for one course as original work for another or by deliberately disregarding 
course rules and regulations.  
 
Cheating 
Students must not engage in cheating in completing course work. Unless directed by 
the faculty member, students should neither give nor receive assistance on assignments or 
examinations. The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: 
1) the use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests or examinations; 
2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in 
writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; 
3) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a 
member of the College faculty or staff.  
 
DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS 
Students are responsible for notifying me if they require accommodations related to the 
requirements for this course. I encourage you to notify me if you even suspect you may 
have a disability that may affect your ability to complete the requirements for the course. 
The Disability Services office is located at Sale Hall Annex, Suite 100. Phone: 470-639-
0231  
 
WRITING TUTORING 
The Writing Skills Improvement Office is located in Frederick Douglas Commons, 
telephone extension 0470. 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE  
 
I. Plato’s Phaedo 
 
Wednesday 8/15: What is philosophy? 
 
Friday 8/17: What is philosophy, continued; arguments. 
 
Monday 8/20: Introduction to Phaedo and philosophy as Practice for Death  
Phaedo, pp.93-107 (57a-70d) 
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Wednesday 8/22-Friday 8/24: Immortality and the Imperfection of the World  
Phaedo, pp.107-123 (70e-85b) handout 
 
Monday 8/27: Wrap-up of the Argument from Opposites; the Argument from 
Recollection (same reading as above) 
 
Wednesday 8/29: Wrap-up of Argument from Recollection; the Argument from 
Indissolubility (same reading as above) 
 
Friday 8/31: The Argument from the Form of the Soul 
Phaedo, pp. 123-end (85c-end); handout 
 
Wednesday 9/5: Plato wrap-up 
 
Friday 9/7: In-class Midterm on Plato 
 
II. Descartes’s Meditations 
 
Monday 9/10: Background: Dreams and Doubt   
Synopsis, Meditation 1, handout 
 
Wednesday 9/12: Certainty at Last: “I think, therefore I am”  
Meditations 1& 2 
 
Friday 9/14: Mind and Body       
Meditation 2, cont. 
 
Monday 9/17: God’s Existence    
Meditation 3, handouts  
 
Wednesday 9/19: A Criterion for Knowledge; the Cartesian Circle  
Meditation 4 
 
Friday 9/21: Mind and Body      
Meditation 6, handout 
 
Monday 10/1-Wednesday 10/3: The Nature & Existence of the Material World, review 
Meditations 5 & 6 
 
Friday 10/5: In-Class Midterm on Descartes 
 
III. Berkeley’s Three Dialogues 
 
 
Monday 10/8: FALL BREAK, NO CLASS 
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Wednesday 10/10-Friday 10/12: The Case Against Matter 
First Dialogue pp. 3-35, handouts 
 
Monday 10/15: Sophisticated Realism & the Master Argument 
First Dialogue pp. 35-42, handout 
 
Wednesday 10/17: The Nature of Objects    
Third Dialogue, pp. 60-94 
 
Friday 10/19: The Problem of Unobserved Objects  
Third Dialogue, pp. 60-94 
 
IV. Buddhist Philosophy: Vasubandhu and Yogācāra 
 
Monday 10/22: Statement of the Yogācāra Thesis      
Sideritis, 8.1 
 
Wednesday 10/24: Objections from Sophisticated Realism   
Sideritis, 8.2 
 
Friday 10/26: Vasubandhu’s Arguments for Idealism, I   
Sideritis, 8.3 
 
Monday 10/29: Vasubandhu’s Arguments for Idealism, II   
Sideritis, 8.4 
 
Wednesday 10/31: Objections to Vasubandhu’s Idealism   
Sideritis, 8.5 
 
Friday 11/2: Idealism and Suffering     
Sideritis, 8.6 
 
Monday 11/5: Can We Understand What’s Ultimately Real?  
Sideritis, 8.6 
 
V. Buddhist Philosophy: Nāgārjuna and Madhyamaka 
 
Wednesday 11/7: Introduction and Arguments for Emptiness   
Sideritis, 9.1-9.2 

 
Friday 11/9: The Argument against Motion    
Sideritis, 9.2 
 
Monday 11/12: Space Is not Ultimately Real    
Sideritis, 9.3 
 
Wednesday 11/14: In-Class Peer Review of Rough Draft of Term Paper 



Introduction to Philosophy: Appearance and Reality 7 

 
Friday 11/16: The Emptiness of Emptiness & the Two Truths  
Sideritis, 9.6 
 
VI. What Questions Make Sense? 
 
Monday 11/19: Logical Positivism   
Schlick, “Positivism and Realism” 
Term Papers Due Electronically at 5pm. 
 
Wednesday-Friday 11/21-11/23, THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY, NO CLASS 
 
Monday 11/26: Logical Positivism, continued 
Schlick, “Positivism and Realism” 
 
Wednesday 11/28: LAST DAY OF CLASS 
Review Session for Final Exam 
 
Friday 11/30: READING PERIOD 
 
Monday 12/3-Wednesday 12/5: EXAM WEEK, CLASSES DON’T MEET 
 
Friday 12/7: TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAMINATION DUE* 
 
*tentative due date. The Final Exam schedule is not yet posted. 


