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Summary Teaching Evaluations, Mississippi State University, Spring 2020 
 
Introduction to Philosophy (average of 3 sections) 
Responses = 53 
Item        Score (1=lowest, 5=highest) 
Instructor and course evaluation 4.3 
The instructor created high expectations for 
the class. 

4.4 

The instructor conveyed course content in 
an effective manner. 

4.3 

The instructor made class interesting. 4.1 
The instructor was enthusiastic about the 
subject matter. 

4.8 

The instructor was accessible outside of class 
to respond to my questions and concerns. 

4.4 

I learned a great deal in this class. 4 
The presentation of course content helped 
me learn in the class. 

4.1 

The tests were fair. 4.3 
The tests reflected material presented in 
lecture and/or assigned reading. 

4.4 

The tests and assignments were graded 
within a reasonable period of time. 

4.3 

I would recommend this instructor to other 
students if they wanted to learn about this 
subject.  

4.3 

 
 
Introduction to Ethics (1 section)  
Responses = 9 
Item        Score (1=lowest, 5=highest) 
Instructor and course evaluation 4.4 
The instructor created high expectations for 
the class. 

4.7 

The instructor conveyed course content in 
an effective manner. 

4.2 

The instructor made class interesting. 3.7 
The instructor was enthusiastic about the 
subject matter. 

4.8 

The instructor was accessible outside of class 
to respond to my questions and concerns. 

4.1 

I learned a great deal in this class. 4 
The presentation of course content helped 
me learn in the class. 

4.3 

The tests were fair. 4.7 
The tests reflected material presented in 4.7 
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lecture and/or assigned reading. 
The tests and assignments were graded 
within a reasonable period of time. 

4.7 

I would recommend this instructor to other 
students if they wanted to learn about this 
subject.  

4.3 

 
Selected Comments* 
Full Comments in Raw Evaluations 
 
Dr. Blakey Philips is one of the best teachers I’ve had! It’s obvious she’s passionate about 
what she teaches and I learned so much. She made the class super engaging and I 
enjoyed coming to it! 
 
I think she was great. She is one of my favorite instructors that I have had. She is very 
intelligent and very kind. She did a great job of making us think critically and I learned a 
lot. 
 
It was my first time taking a class like this and it was different and interesting but I 
learned a good bit and enjoyed a lot of it and the discussions we had in the class. 
 
When turning to online based courses the quizzes became significantly harder although 
the lectures were still good 
 
You made a difficult class interesting and explained to where I could understand. I liked 
how you taught and that all the assignments had true meaning behind them. 
 
Dr. Phillips is a fantastic professor. As someone who had very little interaction with 
philosophy until taking her class, I found her method of teaching to be extremely 
effective. I feel confident in my abilities to discuss the basics of philosophy because her 
course has properly prepared me. She made it interesting and engaging which can 
sometimes be difficult considering the subject material. 
 
She was also extremely helpful and responsive during the transition to online classes.  
Unlike some of my other professors, Dr. Phillips did everything in her power to maintain 
an effective learning environment--making video lectures and posting helpful PowerPoints 
on her Canvas page--and demonstrated a real commitment to her students' learning 
environment. Furthermore, whenever I had questions or needed help, Dr. Phillips 
responded quickly and effectively. Her communication skills are phenomenal. I very 
much enjoyed this Introduction to Philosophy class and would highly recommend Dr. 
Phillips to other students who truly wish to learn about everything philosophy has to offer. 
 
This teacher was great overall. She gave me a new way of thinking, whereas I did not 
quite understand in the beginning but she helped with her teaching. She always made 
sure she went in depth and was always willing to hear feedback from her class whether it 
was on a specific topic that was being taught or the course itself. She's always looking for 
ways to make the class better for the students and shows that she wants to see all of her 
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students succeed. I would say this is the best teacher that I have encountered since I have 
been at Mississippi State. 
 
This was the first philosophy course I ever took, and I am so glad it was with Dr. Phillips. 
She is the quintessential philosophy teacher--her candid bewilderment around subjects in 
philosophy inspired a genuine curiosity in the class, and her high energy made class fun. I 
am leaving this class with a deeper appreciation for philosophy, and I highly recommend 
her teaching to anyone who wants to do the same. 
 
When I started this course I didn't really have an idea of what Philosophy was. Dr Blakely 
Phillips helped me understand what it is that philosophers are tyring to get across to use 
students in a very effective way. She used very man references to todays age material. 
Most of the reading in the class was hard for me to understand, but every class we had 
she cleared it right up with her effective teaching style. Thank you so much for the better 
understanding of philosophy! 
 
I walked into this class not liking or understanding philosophy. Dr. Phillips made me 
think of new ways to look at the world and the things in it. After almost every class I 
would start conversations with my friends after things I learned in class. Although 
philosophy is still a difficult subject for me, Dr. Phillips gave me a new appreciation for 
the class. 
 
Phillips was an excellent instructor. She guided the class in an efficient manner to discuss 
the topics assigned for the day. She was also one of the quickest professors to adapt to the 
changing course environment when COVID19 affected MSU. Would highly recommend 
to teach philosophy because of her friendly nature and enthusiasm. 
 
She made this class fun and really enjoyed her job. You could tell she wanted to be there 
and teaching every time I went to class. 
 
Absolute pleasure to have as a professor! 
 
An exceptional philosophy teacher; she truly cared about facilitating discussion around 
the ideas we learned about in class rather than memorizing lists of ideas. 


